
The

Challenge

Improving Health 
Through Innovative 
Collaborations

Founded by The Advisory Board Company, the de Beaumont 
Foundation, the Colorado Health Foundation, The Kresge Foundation, 
and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, this groundbreaking 
partnership is working to inspire similar teamwork among organizations 
at the local level while advancing community health through research 
and evaluation activities to uncover tomorrow’s best practices.

Too often, e� orts to improve community health are conducted in 
silos, seeking to address big picture problems with narrowly focused 
interventions. True health transformation will require a much broader 
network of national, state, and local support throughout the country.

Join us!

Collaboration has been a hallmark principle of 
the BUILD Health Challenge since its inception.

  www.buildhealthchallenge.org

 @BUILD_Health

LEARN MORE
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The fi ve founding partners need your help in gaining momentum for this 
movement, reaching more communities, and promoting bold, upstream, 
integrated, local, data-driven approaches that can catalyze the systems 
change that is so urgently needed. 

For more information, contact Rachel Keller Eisman at 
rachel@buildhealthchallenge.org or visit www.buildhealthchallenge.org.
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What Does the Future of Community Health Look Like?

BOLD: Novel solutions that bring forth new ideas for addressing 
complex problems

UPSTREAM: A focus on social, environmental, and economic factors that 
have the greatest infl uence on health across a community

INTEGRATED: Strong commitment and partnership among a hospital or 
health system, a nonprofi t organization, and a local public health department 
(at minimum)

LOCAL: Solutions that are deeply rooted in and led by the urban neighborhood

DATA-DRIVEN: Innovative uses of data and information sharing to identify key 
needs and measure outcomes

The BUILD Health Challenge is a national awards program designed to 
support community collaborations in low-income, urban neighborhoods 
that are working to give everyone a fair chance to be healthy. BUILD 
Health strengthens partnerships between local nonprofi t organizations, 
hospitals and health systems, and local health departments, with 
a shared commitment to moving resources, attention, and action 
upstream to drive sustainable improvements in community health. 

The inaugural group of BUILD Health Challenge awardees comprises 
18 community collaborations. Eleven received planning awards 
supporting the development of a well-defi ned community health 
improvement action plan, and seven received implementation awards 
accelerating the work of mature partnerships. 

The BUILD Health Challenge

Planning Awardees Implementation Awardees

BRONX, NY

The Bronx Healthy 
Buildings Program
Retrofi tting housing 
for sustainable 
health improvements

SPRINGFIELD, MA

Healthy Hill Initiative
Spurring economic 
development and 
improving public safety

BALTIMORE, MD

Healing Together: 
Preventing Youth Violence 
in Upton/Druid Heights
Empowering youth leaders 
to stand against violence

LIBERTY CITY, FL

Building a Healthy and 
Resilient Liberty City
Breaking the cycle of 
violence at all ages

PASADENA, TX

The Harris County BUILD 
Health Partnership
Mitigating food insecurity by 
redesigning the local food system

CLEVELAND, OH

Engaging the Community 
in New Approaches to 
Healthy Housing
Remediating lead-poisoned 
housing stock

DETROIT, MI

Chandler Park Healthy 
Neighborhood Strategy
Restoring the heart of a 
community to improve 
public safety, education

CHICAGO, IL

Health Forward/
Salud Adelante
Pursuing legal solutions 
to make communities 
less vulnerable

DES MOINES, IA

Healthy Homes East Bank
Reducing pediatric asthma 
through home improvements 
and education

ALBUQUERQUE, NM

Addressing Healthcare’s 
Blindside in 
Albuquerque’s South Side
Pioneering data-driven 
approaches to wellness

LOS ANGELES, CA

Youth-Driven Healthy 
South Los Angeles
Mobilizing youth 
ambassadors to advance 
community wellness

OAKLAND, CA

San Pablo Area 
Revitalization Collaborative
Revitalizing local 
businesses and expanding 
a� ordable housing

ONTARIO, CA

The Healthy Ontario Initiative
Developing “health hubs” 
to foster strong bodies and 
communities

COLORADO SPRINGS, CO

Project ACCESS
Preventing neighborhood 
violence by engaging 
community members

DENVER, CO

East5ide Unifi ed
Creating safer, healthier 
communities for children

AURORA, CO

Increasing Access to 
Behavioral Health Screening 
and Support in Aurora
Eliminating health disparities 
by age fi ve 

SEATTLE, WA

Seattle Chinatown-International 
District Healthy
Improving economic development, 
housing, and safety PORTLAND, OR

BUILDing Health and 
Equity in East Portland
Expanding access to 
a� ordable housing, green 
space, and healthy food

Our Awardees
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